
Madingley PC               The Cambourne to Cambridge Busway Consultation Winter 2017 

Public Consultation on the Cambourne To Cambridge Busway Project  

The Parish Council wishes to raise awareness of a forthcoming public consultation on the 
latest proposals for a busway between Cambourne and Cambridge.  The proposals also 
include a large new Park and Ride (P&R) site, which may be built at Madingley and has the 
potential to adversely impact the village.  The Council is keen to ensure that everyone is 
familiar with the details of the proposals and has an effective opportunity to feedback any 
concerns these raise.    
 

Having Your Say 

The public consultation will run between 6th November and mid-January.  Households 
in the surrounding area will be sent a brochure and questionnaire.  It is likely that the 
brochure will emphasise the positive aspects of the proposed scheme.  It is important that 
residents also consider any potentially negative impacts on the village and feedback their 
concerns accordingly.  The more effectively and coherently this can be done, the more 
likely these concerns can be addressed.   

The brochure will contain some information about the scheme.  Other opportunities for 
finding out more about the proposals are: 

• The Greater Cambridge Partnership website, which contains a wealth of 
information, some of it highly technical and very lengthy:  

https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/transport/transport-projects/cambourne-
to-cambridge/  

• At one of the GCP “Our Big Conversation” Roadshows.  This is due to visit 
Madingley on Monday 20th November (subject to confirmation) in the Village Hall 
car park between 5:00pm and 7:00pm.  These roadshows will cover much more 
than the busway scheme, but will be an opportunity to ask about the scheme. 

• At the next Parish Council Meeting in the Village Hall on Thursday 2nd 
November at 7:30pm.  We’re keen to meet as many villagers as possible to have an 
open debate, provide more information and answer any questions. 

 

Background 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership (formerly the Greater Cambridge City Deal) was 
created following the securing of £500m of funding from central Government to help 
address the chronic transport issues in and around Cambridge.  In essence, Cambridge is a 
victim of its own success. 

The GCP has initiated a number of transport infrastructure projects, including the 
Cambourne to Cambridge Busway.   A primary aim of this project is to eliminate peak-time 
delays on Madingley Road, Madingley Rise and Madingley Mulch Roundabout as commuter 
traffic enters the City from the West.    You may be aware that weekday inbound traffic is 
routinely backed up to the roundabout by 7:00am.  This leads directly to rat-running 
through the village, with up to 400 cars per hour recorded on Church Lane.  These traffic 
volumes are projected to steadily increase as new communities are developed further 
West, including Cambourne West, the proposed Bourn Airfield development and significant 
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residential developments at St Neots (Loves Farm and Winteringham Park).  The GCP is 
attempting to solve this issue both now and for the future. 

 
History 

In 2015 the GCP proposed a busway running between Cambourne and Cambridge and a 
new Park and Ride (P&R) site at ‘Madingley Mulch’.  A public consultation exercise was 
held in November 2015 to gain feedback on several proposed busway routes (a new P&R at 
Madingley was taken as a ‘given’ and excluded from the consultation).  Many felt the GCP 
was not genuinely interested in public feedback and were effectively just playing lip service 
to the democratic process. 

Since 2015 the Parish Council has been actively involved in monitoring, commenting on 
and, where necessary, actively opposing the GCP proposals.  We were instrumental, for 
example in removing one of the proposed busway routes that would have run through the 
800 Wood and then through the open countryside to the North of the American Cemetery.   

The Parish Council is an active and key contributor the Local Liaison Forum (LLF).  The LLF 
was set up by the GCP to be an official representative body of interested parties, including 
local Parish Councils.  The LLF has been a driving force in opposing much of the original 
Cambourne to Cambridge (“C2C”) Busway proposal, supported by clearly defined 
reasoning.  Crucially, however, it has also worked hard to promote positive alternatives.  Its 
opposition has not been driven by NIMBYism, rather a widely-held view that the GCP’s 
proposals were simply not the right solution. 

In response to the widespread opposition, and in a tacit admission that the GCP’s public 
engagement had not been as good as it should have been, in the Spring of 2017 the GCP 
announced a ‘back to basics’ review of the whole scheme.  In effect, the GCP restarted the 
whole project.  As part of this, it announced a new study of nine potential P&R sites along 
the busway route, including four in the immediate vicinity of Madingley Mulch roundabout. 

Through a series of workshops (involving the LLF and others) and GCP meetings over the 
Summer this was reduced to a shortlist of four sites and then to a shortlist of two sites.  In a 
parallel exercise, three potential busway routes were shortlisted. 

The Current Proposals 

As at Autumn 2017 there are two proposed P&R sites under consideration: 

• Madingley Mulch ‘Waterworks Site’ (Site 3)  
• Scotland Farm (Site 5) 

The P&R site would cover around 9 hectares (approximately 22 acres), approximately the 
same size as the current Trumpington Road P&R, and have capacity for around 2,000 cars.  

There are three proposed busway options: 

• Option 3a, which for the section between Madingley Mulch roundabout and Grange 
Road runs off-road across the open countryside south of the A1303 (Madingley 
Road / Madingley Rise), through Coton and then across the M11 on a dedicated new 
bridge.  Estimated cost is between £85.5m and £93.3m. 
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• Option 6, which implements a tidal-flow (inbound / outbound) bus priority lane 
down the existing A1303.  This is a scheme proposed by the LLF.  Estimated cost is 
£17.7m. 
 

• Option 1, which implements a non-tidal flow (inbound) bus priority lane down the 
existing A1303.  Estimated cost is £12.4m. 

Within Option 3a there are six different ‘route alignments’ (route variations) under 
consideration, with innumerable potential permutations of these. 

The Parish Council’s Position 

Madingley Parish Council’s position on the latest proposals is that: 

• The P&R site should be located at Scotland Farm; and 
• Option 6 should be adopted for the busway. 

In common with the LLF, the Council has continuously and strongly opposed any P&R site 
in the vicinity of Madingley Mulch roundabout.   This is for numerous reasons, including: 

• Poor location:  the site would increase traffic in the vicinity rather than reduce it 
because P&R traffic would be funnelled onto the roundabout along with through 
traffic and thereby increase congestion – the very thing that the GCP is trying to 
reduce.  Scotland Farm removes P&R traffic before this point. 

• Impact on the Village: for example, a projected significant increase in traffic through 
the village from vehicles accessing the P&R from the new A14 local access road (see 
the accompanying consultation document for closing The Avenue).  There’s also the 
potential for the village to become a free car park, particularly if there continues to 
be a charge for P&R parking. 

• Environmental Impact: for example, the impact of light pollution on nocturnal 
species within the Madingley Wood Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

• Visual Impact: the proposed Madingley P&R would sit on a slope in prime green belt 
countryside at the top of one of the highest points in the region and, despite 
screening, would still be visible from miles around.   

Everybody agrees with the GCP’s long-stated maxim that a ‘do nothing’ approach is not an 
option.   However, there is an increasing view that the Busway project should be a ‘do 
minimum’ solution until a true, long-term strategic plan can be developed.  The GCP was 
created with the aim of developing such a plan, but so far has only proposed a series of 
disjointed individual projects with no overarching vision.  Many of these projects are 
driven by short-term imperatives (e.g. the pressure to have the Local Plan signed off).  

Much has happened since the GCP initiated these projects in 2015.  For example, there is 
now a regional Mayor (with powers and budget to develop transport solutions), proposals 
for a light rail and/or underground rail solution for the City Centre, the planned dualing of 
the A428 beyond Caxton Gibbet, and a proposed East-West rail link.   

The Council’s view (and that of the LLF) is that at this stage the GCP should look to 
implement the lowest cost solution possible, with the aim of buying time to fully 
investigate truly integrated, truly strategic solutions.   For example, there is a widespread 
view that a P&R site located at an upgraded ‘all-ways’ Girton Interchange would be a better 
solution than a P&R at either Madingley or Scotland Farm.   
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