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Madingley Parish Council 
 

Minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting 
Held in The Village Hall on Wednesday 17 April 2013 at 7.30pm 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
    Present:  E Byam-Cook Chair (EBC) 
 L Baffa Clerk (LB) 
 N Holdstock Councillor (NH) 
 M Robinson Councillor (MR) 
 J Stevenson-Hinde Councillor (JSH) 
 G Tobin Councillor (GT) 
  

 
 
 
Open Forum 
 
 
Madingley Parish Church – Report given by Sue Baldwin 
Last October the Revd. Christine Barrow, Assistant Curate in Girton, was licensed to serve as Parish Priest in 
Madingley. 
 
The pattern of services here provides for a Eucharist every Sunday morning at 11am with the occasional 
week when the service is Morning Prayer. 
 
The congregation is hugely appreciative of Christine’s gift of ministry, energy and time to Madingley as a 
non-stipendiary priest (this means that she is unpaid).  Susan Rawlings continues to provide very valued 
services to the Parish as Lay Minister. 
 
We are pleased to work with other organisations in the village.  The Stephen Perse School recently visited 
the church to learn about the events of Holy Week and Easter.  The Institute of Continuing Education will 
host a public concert there, as part of a course, this Saturday. 
 
The congregation will be selling teas from the church on 30th June as part of the National Gardens Scheme 
afternoon at Madingley Hall, to raise funds for the next stage of works at the church, planned to include the 
installation of a lavatory and small server. 
 
NH wished to thank Christine for all her hard work in Madingley and was shocked to discover that 
ministering is on a voluntary basis.  Sue replied that much of Church of England work is done on a voluntary 
basis. 
 
 
Madingley History Group – Report given by Sue Baldwin 
The History Group met at the Village Hall for five lectures during 2012 ranging across a variety of topics: 
from Prince Albert at Madingley Hall, the archaeology of the John Lewis site in Cambridge, an update on the 
Madingley Jackdaw project, the evolution of villages and ending with Mike Petty’s Christmas lecture about 
vanishing Cambridgeshire.  The group mounted an exhibition to mark the Queen’s Jubilee as part of the 
village celebrations.  Unfortunately the organisation of the 2013 programme of events has been delayed but it 
is hoped that details can be published soon. 
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Madingley Village Hall – Report given by Chris Baldwin 
The Village Hall continues to be used by local village groups and also for national elections, as a venue for 
company ‘away-days’, by the District Council and other organisations for training sessions and for private 
hirers including wedding receptions and parties. 
 
The Committee has organised a Village Quiz, Big Breakfast and hosted the Royal Jubilee event in June.  In 
addition weekly fitness and art classes are now in operation.  All of these events have proved to be very 
popular. 
 
Maintenance this year includes new water heaters installed in the toilets and heating pipework throughout.  
Eight lightweight tables have been purchased along with a nappy changing unit.  In the year ahead the 
Committee is planning to undertake improvements to the heating system, which is proving to be unreliable, 
particularly when under the stresses of the recent cold weather and intensive use. 
 
The exceptionally dry year of 2011 gave rise to subsidence at several points in the building.  Our insurers’ 
have identified the trees that have caused this problem and they have now been removed.  The cracking has 
been repaired and the Hall has been redecorated. 
 
The Hall’s solicitors, Miller Sands, are awaiting a response from the University of Cambridge in respect of a 
formal Legal Easement Deed for use of the Madingley Village Hall car park. 
 
A grant of £1,250 was made to the Village Hall by Madingley Parish Council during last year.  This was 
generous and a significant contribution towards meeting exceptional costs. 
 
2013 has seen a small increase in the number and range of hirers, feedback has been positive and it is good to 
see the local community enjoying the Hall for social events. 
 
 
Open discussion 
 
The by election to be held in May was briefly discussed and EBC stipulated that this was not a Parish 
Council matter as this was a County Council election and sadly our current Councillor Fiona Whelan would 
not be standing for re-election. 
 
Thanks were given to Linda Whyles for her help with regard to the Parish Council website. 
 
Chris Baldwin asked the Parish Council to consider the re-siting the noticeboard on the Village Hall site as it 
has been discussed at the Management Committee meeting that they would like to have this re-sited for 
mainly aesthetic reasons due to weddings using the Village Hall.  Do we need a noticeboard and if so could it 
be smaller.  JSH asked in the Church noticeboard would be sufficient but EBC replied that as a Parish 
Council we have a legal duty to publish our agendas, minutes and accounts for residents to inspect. 
 
Chris did not have a problem with this but would like it relocated out of the vision line.  NH suggested that 
we obtain quotations for a new noticeboard before it is moved so both jobs could be done at the same time.  
EBC agreed to obtain the necessary quotations and this will be put on the agenda for the July meeting. 
 

 
1.0 Apologies and declaration of interest: 

There were no apologies given and a declaration of interest was given by EBC due to a planning 
application received from his neighbour. 

  
  
2.0 To approve the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th January 2013 
 JH proposed one minor alteration, which was agreed.  The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held 

on 9th January 2013 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JSH and seconded by GT.  All 
in favour. 
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3.0 Matters arising from the previous meeting carried forward for action 

 
3.1 Play Area and Inspection Report 2013-2014 

An excellent report has been received from ROSPA in 11th April 2013.  EBC proposed that we 
comply with all the recommendations made by ROSPA as there are only minor repairs to be 
made. EBC said that once quotations were obtained for the minor repairs, the prices could be 
emailed to the Councillors for their approval so as not to hold up any repair works necessary. 
 
MR brought up the goal-posts that are not secured in to the ground and he was concerned that a 
small child could be injured.  MR agreed that he could fix the goal-posts himself and this was 
agreed by the Council. 
 

 
3.2 Highways - traffic survey 

At this time the meeting was suspended to enable David Ousby to report on the traffic 
survey that was undertaken. 
 
Facts were read out to the meeting indicating that 97.8% of residents used cars with 24.4% 
using the bus service.  The problem of speeding traffic concerned 100% of those who filled in 
the questionnaire.  It seemed that morning traffic was the worse although the majority of 
residents felt the traffic was a problem throughout the day.  When asked if the speed of the 
traffic should be controlled 100% said they would be in favour of this.  86% of those would like 
additional information via email and most had given their email address. 
 
David is seeking ideas and proposals on how we can control the speed of traffic in the village 
and it was suggested that the Police and Highways be informed of David’s findings and ask if 
something can be done to improve the traffic measures.   
 
JSH felt that we need more information.  She felt that the Neighbourhood Panel Meetings were 
a good place to air our views on our concerns with highway issues.  Results would not be 
immediate and because of the Localism Act the County Council should listen to residents at a 
local level and would collaborate and work with the Parish but won’t necessarily be able to fund 
any proposed measures.  MR also suggested speed bumps and new signage to make drivers 
aware. 
 
David Ousby agreed that a Public Meeting would be needed once all the information has been 
collated.  EBC would like the survey reduced in size so it can be put on to the Parish website.  
In the meantime the Parish Council would write to the County Council and inform them that we 
have undertaken this survey, also Councillor Francis Burkitt will be copied in, and whether this 
survey is important enough to get something positive done.  Also a meeting should be arranged 
with the Highways Department and once this has been done a Public Meeting could be 
arranged. 
 
Areas of particular concern is Church Lane (improvements were promised in 2008 but this has 
yet to be done).  Also The Avenue could possibly have a speed limit reduction to 20 mph. 
 
There was a huge vote of thanks to David Ousby and Catherine for all their hard work on this 
subject. 
 
The meeting was then resumed. 
 

   
3.3 N W Cambridge  

There are on-going Public Meetings to keep everyone informed.  NH said that a great deal of 
archaeology work was being undertaken which was of great interest. 
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3.4 Grass Cutting 

The new grass cutting contract has now started with CGM Landscapes.  The Clerk would scan 
the contract to all Councillors for their information. 
 
NH proposed that we write to the University of Cambridge and ask them to cut the grass on the 
“triangle” as this is not within the Parish Council remit.  EBC will also attach a map for their 
reference. 
 

 
3.5 Village Hall 
 a) Possible grant for 2013/2014 

GT proposed that we contribute funds to the Village Hall for the forthcoming financial 
year.  EBC replied that as yet we have had no official request for funding and once we 
have received this funding can be discussed at the next meeting.  A debate then took place 
on the reasons for the Parish Council asking for a full proposal and costings in order for a 
decision to be made. 
 

b) Rental of Village Hall for public village events 
EBC would like to see all public village events being held in the Village Hall to be free of 
charge.  A debate then took place with Chris Baldwin giving his reasons why this should 
not happen as village organisations already receive a discounted hire fee than 
organisations outside the village. 
 
The meeting was again suspended in order for Chris Baldwin to explain his objections to 
the Village Hall being used free of charge.  He went in to detail about the revenue and 
current hire fees. 
 
The meeting then resumed. 
 
 

3.6 Website – update 
It was noted that some Parish Council minutes did not have a website link and Linda agreed to 
look in to this. 

 
 

4.0 To consider any planning applications and associated planning and regulatory matters received 
since the last meeting 

 
Planning Application S/0647/13/FL – Summer House 
An application to erect a Summer House at New Farm, 40 Dry Drayton Road was inspected by the 
Parish Council.  EBC had already declared an interest and all other Councillors approved this 
application. 

 
 

5.0 Finance and procedural matters 
 

5.1 To receive financial report and payment of bills 
The financial report was inspected by the Council and the cheques to be paid in April 2013.  
These were proposed by JSH and seconded by MR.  All in favour.  Payments were agreed as 
follows:- 
 
Mrs L Baffa (salary for Feb/Mar) 128.00 Paid on 30.03.13 
HM Revenue & Customs (TAX) 32.00 Paid on 30.03.13 
Mrs L Baffa (annual expenses) 52.70 Paid on 30.03.13 
Mr E Byam-Cook (Ridgeons purchase) 89.40 Paid on 30.03.13 

Total for year-end March 2013 302.10  
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Mrs L Baffa (salary for April) 

 
 

64.00 

 

HM Revenue & Customs (TAX) 16.00  
Playsafety Ltd (play inspection) 103.20  
CGM Landscapes (grass cutting) 72.00  
Mr E Byam-Cook (CAPALC membership) 22.50  
Mrs J S-Hinde (refreshments for meeting) 14.98  

Total for this period 292.68  
 
 
5.2 To approve final accounts for year-end 2013 

The year-end accounts were sent to Councillors prior to the meeting for approval and EBC 
proposed that the accounts be approved and this was seconded by MR.  All in favour. 
 
The Annual Audit Return was then signed and dated by the Chair and Clerk as correct and the 
annual governance statement was read out and approved by the Parish Council. 
 

 
6.0 To consider matters arising out of correspondence received 
 

Cambridgeshire County Council – Councillor Briefing Pack on future transport.  This was copied 
and handed out to each Councillor for their records. 

 
  
7.0 Items for information and closure of meeting including matters for the Clerk’s attention and next 

meeting agenda 
  There were no items of information and no matters for the Clerk’s attention. 

 
 

8.0 Village Events 
Saturday 11 May at 10am – Beating The Bounds Walk 
Sat-Sun 22-23 June – The Madingley Art Show 
Wednesday 17 July – at 7.30pm – Madingley Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 27 July at 7pm – Village Ceilidh 
Saturday 19 October – Quiz Night 
Monday 4 November – Village Hall AGM 

 
 

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.  The next full 
Parish Council Meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 17th July 2013 at 7.30pm and all 
members of the public and press are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair) …………………………..(Date) 


