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Madingley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting Held in The Village Hall 

On Tuesday 8 May 2012 at 7.30pm 

1.0 Present: L Baffa Clerk 
Chair 

(LB) 
(EBC) 
(NH) 
(MR) 
(JSH) 

E Byam-Cook 
N Holdstock 
M Robinson 

Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor J Stevenson-Hinde 

Open Forum 
Reports from Various Village Organisations 
History Group - Report by Sue Baldwin 
The Madingley History Group continues to meet in the Village Hall three to four times a year where 
we share research and listen to local speakers, with around 25 members attending. An exhibition 
charting the last 60 years of the village will be displayed at the Jubilee celebrations on 6th June. 

Church of Mary Magdalene, Madingley - Report by Sue Baldwin 
The Parish of Madingley is in sequestration which means that we have no priest assigned to us for 
conducting services and providing pastoral care for the congregation and village. Currently the Church 
Wardens and PCC have the responsibility of arranging services, providing pastoral care for 
parishioners together with day-to-day administration of the parish and maintaining the structure and 
fabric of the church. The future care for the Parish is continuing to undergo consultation. There are 73 
Parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll and the average Sunday attendance during the year is 25. 
Eucharist services are held most Sundays at 11.30 am and the PCC is very grateful to members of the 
local clergy for their time and care in conducting services here. Miss Susan Rawlings, a member of 
our congregation, became a licensed lay reader attached to this parish at a service at Ely Cathedral in 
October. Miss Rawlings leads services of Morning Prayer on Sundays when no priest is available to 
conduct Holy Communion. She takes sick communion and has conducted four funeral services. 
Over the year special services were held in the church including the Madingley Hall and the Stephen 
Perse Pre-Prep School Christmas Services; a 1662 Matins to celebrate the anniversary of the King 
James Bible and a special thanksgiving service and dedication of the memorial stone in memory of the 
Brown and Whitmore Families in the South Porch. The Madingley Mothers' Union meets regularly. 
In addition to regular maintenance, extensive restoration and repair work was carried out during the 
Spring to include the storm water drainage from the East Side of the North Porch, repairs to the walls 
of the North Porch, a new step at the porch entrance and a safety system for access to the tower. This 
work was paid for through fund raising and a grant from the Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust. 
Our next fund raising event will be to sell teas from the church during the NGS event at Madingley 
Hall in June as we concentrate in rebuilding our financial resources in preparation for the next round 
of restoration work. 
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Toad Rescue - Report by William Seale 
The unusual weather this spring has had a significant impact on the amphibian migration. When 
Toads are making their way towards the lake (after spending the winter hibernating in the soil), we 
normally expect several particularly busy nights, when hundreds are on the move. The unusually dry 
conditions in March seemed to put them off, and we had no evenings when more than 200 were found 
heading towards the lake. Once spawning had taken place, they stayed put in the lake waiting for the 
rain. When it finally arrived, more than half left in a great rush during one night. We have never seen 
such a large proportion of the breeding population on the move at once. We have continued to check 
the site regularly since, and are currently picking up small numbers of stragglers, so will soon be able 
to start removing the fences. 
Total Toad numbers are well down and the lowest we have ever recorded. We aren't sure why but it is 
possible that the unusually cold winter (with local temperatures dropping to minus 15 degrees 
Celsius), or the drier than average conditions over the last couple of years (until recently!), have not 
been helpful. However, other unknown factors may be much more important. 
Over the last few years, Great crested newts have been found most often along the High Street, on the 
approach to the Dry Drayton Road, as they breed in the field pond nearby. This year, things have 
changed, with more being found going to and from the main lake. We catch some behind our fences 
but a number still find their way onto the road. Sadly, they are particularly slow to get across, so a 
significant proportion end up being squashed. As always, we would like to thank everyone in 
Madingley for their support. 

Madingley Village Hall - Report by Chris Baldwin 
During the early part of this year we have made repairs and improvements to the toilet facilities. We 
are now rethinking the next stage for the Village Hall. Having read the minutes from the last Parish 
Council meeting, Chris is glad to see the support from the Parish Council with regard to the future of 
the Village Hall. 
The Forestry Group have been cutting down trees at the back of the Village Hall which should help 
with the current shrinkage of the ground and leaf problem that has been encountered. Chris is 
confident that the Village Hall is in good shape for the forthcoming year. 

American Cemetery - Short report by Edward Byam-Cook 
The new build for the Interpretation Centre will begin in June of this year and access for the building 
works will be from the Madingley Road. Memorial Day is always held on the last Monday in May 
being the 28th and the public are welcome to attend. 

Madingley Village Jubilee Celebration "Big Lunch" 
Mary Byam-Cook has requested a contribution towards this forthcoming event to be held on Tuesday 
5th June 2012. A short report giving reasons for this request was handed out to the Councillors. 
Invitations have been delivered to all residents and hopefully up to 100 people could attend this event. 
Everyone attending the meeting thought this a very good idea and would bring the village together on 
such a great day, however MR indicated concerns on the date, because this is a public holiday many 
people may wish to see the Jubilee events on the television or may be attending other events. It was 
agreed therefore that a big screen would be erected so the televised celebrations could be watched if 
necessary. 
It was agreed that this request would be put on the main agenda for the next meeting to be held on 
Tuesday 15th May 2012, where a Special Meeting is taking place to discuss the Village Hall. 
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1.1 Apologies and declaration of interest: 

Apologies given by NH and there were no declaration of interest registered. 
2.0 To appoint new Chair and Vice-Chair to the Parish Council 

Due to the absence of NH it was agreed that this be deferred until the Special Meeting being held on 
Tuesday 15th May 2012. 

3.0 Co-Option of Councillor 
EBC has spoken with residents in the village but so far there has been no interest shown. This item 
will be deferred to the next full Parish Council meeting on 25th July 2012. 

4.0 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th January 2012 
The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th January 2012 were read and approved as a 
true record. Proposed by JSH and seconded by MR. All in favour. 

5.0 Reports were read under Open Forum 

6.0 To consider any planning applications and associated planning and regulatory matters received 
since the last meeting 
6.1 Planning Application (S/0398/12) - American Cemetery - installation of temporary 

office/toilet facilities. It was agreed that the Parish Council would support this application. 
6.2 Planning Application (S/2408/11 - 15 Church Lane, Madingley - Non-material amendment. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would support this application. 
6.3 Planning Application for Tree works (C/ll/40/069) - Madingley Village Hall - Proposed 

tree works. This work has already been undertaken. 
6.4 Planning Application for Tree works (C/ll/40/069) - The Old Vicarage - Proposed tree 

works. This work has already been undertaken. 

7.0 Finance and Procedural Matters 

7.1 To receive the financial report and payment of bills 
The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid May 2012 and these were proposed by MR and 
seconded by JSH. All in favour. 

Wickstead Leisure (swing seat) 131.40 Paid on 16.03.12 
Mrs L Baffa (salary for Feb/Mar) 152.00 Paid on 16.03.12 
HM Revenue & Customs (tax) 38.00 Paid on 16.03.12 
Mrs L Baffa (annual expenses) 51.00 
Madingley Village Hall (room hire) 74.00 Paid on 26.01.12 
Mrs E Ingham (newsletter) 150.00 
CAPALC (affiliation fee) 67.72 
Mrs L Baffa (salary for Apr/May) 208.00 
H M Revenue & Customs (tax) 52.00 
CG M Landscapes (grass cutting) 54.00 
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7.2 To Approve Accounts for Year-End 2012 

This has been deferred to the next Meeting to be held on Tuesday 15th May to give the Clerk 
time to send all the relevant information to the Councillors to read before the meeting. 

7.3 Agreement on new signatory for Bank and Building Society 
It was minuted that with the very sad news of Chris Neville's death, MR proposed that the 
signatories on the chequebook and building society account would be EBC and LB and this was 
seconded by JSH. All in favour. EBC will go the Barclays Bank and Cambridge Building 
Society to obtain a bank mandate for this purpose. 

8.0 To consider the QTSQ document and to consider authorising 
This document gives the vision from 2016-2031 and EBC said that the majority of Madingley 
residents have received a draft copy of the document through their letterbox including all interested 
parties and Councillors. Madingley Parish Council has been asked to contribute towards the printing 
costs. 
The Parish Council was asked if they supported the document and would authorise the Chairman to 
make minor amendments. This was approved. 
JSH felt we were being asked to pay too much due to the size of the document, she felt the document 
could be reduced in size by using a smaller print and also Coton and Grantchester are much larger 
parishes and the amount of residents should be reflected in our contributions. 
Therefore JSH proposed that Madingley Parish Council support this document and authorise a 
contribution towards the production if the print size is made smaller and we pay a pro-rata charge on 
residents living in the village up to a maximum of £100 and this was seconded by MR. All in favour. 

9.0 To discuss the loss of bus service to the village 
EBC mentioned that the No. 14 bus service that runs through Madingley is being withdrawn; however 
there will be a temporary bus service for a short period of time after June 2012. Madingley Parish 
Council needs to find out how many people actually use the bus service and what alternatives can be 
brought about. 
It has been estimated that at least £2,800 per annum would be needed to keep the service running but 
there are solutions such as car sharing. There is a separate service to take some resident to the hospital 
etc. It was suggested that a feeder system could be used to Madingley Park & Ride and some residents 
at the meeting said they would be happy to take people to the park & ride if enough notice was given. 

10.0 To consider matters arising out of correspondence received 
EDF Energy letter - The reply to the letter that was sent by the Clerk was read out to the meeting. It 
was agreed that the letter would be scanned and sent to all Councillors for their files. 

11.0 Items for information including matters for the Clerk's attention and next meeting agenda. 
General - Sue Baldwin would like to thank the Parish Council and Mark Robinson for their input in 
getting the Madingley Rise road done; this has made a big difference. EBC replied that in the whole 
county only one highways project received funding so far. 
Trees - It was reported that the university wood on Church Lane is looking rather worse for wear as 
some of the trees that were planted 18 months ago have not taken very well. EBC replied that this is 
property owned by the University and the Parish Council was not responsible for the trees in this area. 
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However, JSH thought that a polite letter or email from the Parish Council to Rachel Buckingham 
indicating that some of the trees in this area need to be looked at. 
A Horse Chestnut Tree recently fell down in to the field off Church Lane. It was very fortunate that it 
fell in the field and not towards the road. The Council should also write to the University to ask what 
steps are being taken that this does not occur again. 
Water Problem - C Baldwin reported that Madingley has experienced a water problem recently with 
water coming off the fields and not draining properly due to the very dry, clay soil. Sands bags have 
been supplied to divert the water in to the roads and the water has then found its way to the drains. 
Website - This was briefly debated as the question was posed why the village did not have a general 
website which had links to other organisations? EBC replied that the Parish Council has a website and 
this was maintained by Chris Neville. It was suggested that perhaps David Ousby would like to be the 
webmaster, although Chris Baldwin felt that there would be no benefit in having a general website. 

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm. The next full 
Parish Council Meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 25* July 2012 at 7.30pm but 
there will be a Special Meeting held on Tuesday 15th May 2012 to discuss the Village Hall and other 
financial matters. 

Signed... (Chair) (Date) 


