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Madingley Parish Council 
 

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held in The Village Hall 

On Thursday 26 January 2012 at 7.30pm 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1.0     Present:  L Baffa Clerk (LB) 

 E Byam-Cook Chair (EBC) 

 N Holdstock Councillor (NH) 

 C Neville Vice-Chair (CN) 

 M Robinson Councillor (MR) (arrived at 8.15pm) 

 J Stevenson-Hinde Councillor (JSH) 

 

 

Apologies and declaration of interest: 

No apologies but EBC declared an interest with Madingley Village Hall as he is a trustee. 

   

 

 

  
Open Forum 

 

Village Hall – Geoff Tobin spoke on behalf of the Village Hall and indicated that due to increasing costs in 

maintenance over the last 5 years the Village Hall would like to request a contribution towards future costs 

for the running of the Village Hall.  There has been an increase in utility costs and a contribution of 

approximately £3000 would help to offset these costs.  JSH had investigated whether the Parish Council 

could help in this way and produced a publication from Cambridgeshire ACRE (Parish Council help for 

Village Hall, dated January 2011) indicating that Parish Councils could and should help in this way. 

 

A debate then took place and EBC said that a decision could not be made at this time as the legal 

implications would need to be looked at as under Section 137 the Parish Council would only be able to 

contribute a maximum of £1,056.16 and £250 was already given for grass cutting. 

 

NH felt that even a small contribution would help as we did not want to see the Village Hall fall in to 

disrepair.  G Tobin said that costs would not go down but hopefully, in the future, lettings will increase 

which will bring in more income for the future. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate the legal implications of helping the Village Hall. 

 

Lighting – Virginia King attended the meeting to discuss the fact there is no lighting at all along the 

Cambridge Road where the footpath is located.  EBC reported that the Parish Council contributes to the 

electricity supply but the lights are the responsibility of SCDC and he can recommend to them that extra 

lighting be put in. 

 

Virginia also reported that the footpath, by the road calming, is always covered in mud because of vehicles 

driving onto the verge.  EBC reported that this is the responsibility of the County Council and they will be 

contacted about this issue. 

 

 
2.0 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12

th
 October 2011 

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 12
th

 October 2011 were read and approved as a 

true record.  Proposed by CN and seconded by NH.  All in favour.   
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3.0 Matters for discussion carried forward from previous minutes 

  

3.1 Standing Orders – This has already been circulated to the Councillors and EBC will pass the 

document to the Clerk in due course for any alterations to be made. 

 

 

3.2    Play Area – EBC reported that new slats have been put in at the playground and further slats 

will be done in due course.  The seat needs to be turned round but this will be done when the 

weather improves.  EBC proposed that Heather Robinson should attend a Playground Safety 

Course at the expense of the Parish Council and this was seconded by NH.  All in favour. 

 

 

3.3    Highways – The Madingley Rise Project will be going ahead very shortly.  NH would like to see 

a further set of traffic lights installed at the end of the road and Fiona Whelan reported a large 

pothole on the Madingley Road but she has already reported this to the relevant authority. 

 

 

3.4 Street Lighting – EBC reported that the Parish Council have spent £661.51 on the electricity 

supply for 2011 and is hopeful that there will be no further costs due to the lighting being taken 

over by SCDC although no date as yet when this will happen. 

 

 

3.5 Madingley Park & Ride – A reply letter has been received from the County Council and this 

was noted and filed. 

 

 

3.6 N W Cambridge –Although this is outside Madingley but is still on the doorstep and our main 

issue will be the creation of a cycle path.  This was discussed briefly about the amount of 

development taking place and how this will affect the visual aspect from the American 

Cemetery. 

  

 

3.7 Paths and Cycle Path – A letter has been received from Bar Hill Parish Council giving their         

full support for this project. 

 

 

3.8 Joint Meeting at Barton Parish Council – This meeting included Barton, Coton, Grantchester 

and Madingley Parish Councils to discuss development plans up to 2031.  There has always 

been green land to protect the rural areas from the city and there will be a consultation next 

year to discuss the possible population growth and what level of housing will be needed.  There 

is a further meeting on 28/2/12 and NH would like to attend this meeting. 

 

 

4.0 To consider any planning and tree work applications and associated planning and regulatory 

matters received since the last meeting 

 

4.1 Planning Decisions 
 (S/1267/11) (S/1329/11) (S/1389/11) (S/1555/11) – All the planning applications listed were 

granted permission by SCDC. 

 

4.2 Planning Application (S/1886/11) – University of Cambridge – Highways and utility works.  

It had already been agreed prior to the meeting that the Parish Council would support this 

application.  

 

4.3 Planning Application (S/2499/11 – 22 Church Lane, Madingley – The erection of a carport.  

It was agreed that the Parish Council would support this application. 
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4.4 Planning Application (S2524/11) – University of Cambridge – Demolition of existing 

Cricket Pavilion.   It was agreed that the Parish Council would support this application  

 

4.5 Planning Application for Tree works (C/11/40/069) – Dr Goodwin, The Grange - Proposed 

tree works.  Before permission is granted EBC will site visit the area in question.  

 

 

5.0 Finance and Procedural Matters 

 

5.1 To receive the financial report and payment of bills 

 The Clerk went through the accounts up to January 2012 and these were approved and proposed 

by JSH and seconded by NH.   All in favour.  The Clerk then went through the cheques to be 

paid in January and these were proposed by CN and seconded by NH.  All in favour. 

  

Mrs E Ingham (newsletter) 133.00 Paid on 12.12.11 

CGM Landscapes (grass cutting) 90.00  

CPALC (training course) 70.00  

County Council (street lighting) 661.50  

Mrs L Baffa (salary for Nov/Dec/Jan) 216.00  

HM Revenue & Customs (tax for Nov/Dec/Jan) 54.00  

Mrs L Baffa (expenses) 36.94  

E Byam-Cook (expenses) 91.72  

Madingley Village Hall (room hire) 74.00  

C Neville (refreshments) 21.36  

 

5.2 To review current budget and set precept for 2012/2013  

 The proposed budget was looked at and discussed and after a discussion JSH proposed that the 

precept for the financial year 2012/2013 remain the same at £7,450.00 and this was seconded 

by NH.   All in favour.  The budget will be as follows 
 

Newsletter  400 

Publications/stationery/printing 50 

Affiliation fees 70 

Audit fees 170 

Room hire/refreshments 100 

Training 100 

Village insurance 420 

Website 100 

Play Area grass cutting 400 

Play area maintenance and inspections 400 

Play area rent 80 

Play area bark chips 260 

Salaries and expenses 1,800 

S137 (village hall grass cutting) 250 

Village & Assets – lighting 1,200 

Village Hall 750 

Special projects 400 

Contingency  500 

Total £7,450 
 

The Clerk will send the necessary paperwork to SCDC giving them the Parish Council’s 

requirements for 2012/13. 
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5.3 Madingley Village Hall  

 The report from the Village Hall Management Committee was read and a debate then took 

place on the future expenditure of the Village Hall and the proposal made by JSH that the 

Parish Council contribute towards the running costs of the Village Hall.  JSH would like to see 

up to £3,500 included in the budget for this purpose.  EBC proposed that a further debate is 

needed for this subject matter to be fully discussed with the Council’s policy to be looked at as 

this contribution would be a long term commitment and not just a one-off payment. 
 

 It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would like to make a contribution and would 

support financial help in principle but the Clerk would need to get clarification on the legal 

status on whether we can help the Village Hall in this way.  Once this information has been 

received EBC would like to call a Special Meeting to discuss this matter further.  The meeting 

will be advertised in the village to enable residents to attend if they wish. 

 

5.4 Cambridgeshire ACRE membership renewal 

The annual subscription of £30 has been requested by Cambridgeshire ACRE and EBC 

proposed that this is paid and this was seconded by CN.  All in favour. 
 

5.5 Standards Committee – Localism Bill 

A brief debate took place on the forthcoming Localism Bill, which all Parish Council’s will 

need to sign up to by July 2012. 
 

5.6 NALC – Audit and Accountancy Update – The Clerk read out the document to the Parish 

Council and the contents were duly noted. 
 

5.7 New post for village sign – It was agreed to pay M Overall the sum of £156.00 for the new 

post for the village sign.  

 

Minutes and accounts are available to view 

on the Madingley Parish Council website on www.madingleyparish.net 

 

 

6.0 To consider matters arising out of correspondence received 

 

6.1 Witchford Parish Council – A letter has been received requesting a site meeting to enable 

Witchford Parish Council to look at our cycle path.  EBC will be happy to arrange this. 

 

6.2 South Cambridgeshire Arts Award 2012 – This was briefly discussed and if any Councillor 

has a name they would like to put forward they will send the details to the Clerk. 

 

6.3 Parish Council Emergency Plan – This was discussed and EBC will liaise with CN and 

Chris Baldwin of the Village Hall with a view to form a sub-committee. 

 

6.4 SCDC – Planning policy monthly update for January (already sent by email) 

 

6.5 CPALC Training Courses – The training course dates will be sent to all new Councillors. 

 

 

7.0 Items for information including matters for the Clerk’s attention and next meeting agenda. 

 

7.1 Report from Cambridgeshire County Council (Fiona Wheeler) 

 

Changes to admission numbers at Comberton Village College – numbers will be 

decreasing at Comberton Village College over the next two years due to the new Cambourne 

School being opened in September 2013. 
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The County Council budget – There will be a council tax increase of 2.95% with the Fire 

Authority likely to ask for 3% to prevent frontline cuts and the Police Authority seeking a 

similar increase. 

  

Madingley Rise – The Highways department is due to start work on improving the safety of 

Madingley Rise over the next few months. 

 

Jubilee Parties – this was briefly discussed with any proposed road closures due to parties 

needing to be advertised. 

 

Councillors Allowances – The increase has taken place due to the 4-year review being done.  

Fiona has maintained her opposition to an increase in view of the cutting of services and 

making staff redundancies and either freezing or reducing staff wages. 

 

7.2 Report from South Cambridgeshire District Council (Francis Burkett) 

A booklet has been produced by SCDC for local residents which gives an easy to understand 

review of how SCDC spend their taxpayers money 

 

7.3 MD Landscapes – request to be considered for future maintenance work – This was noted 

and filed. 

 

7.4 Buchan’s Landscaping – request to be considered for future maintenance work – This 

was noted and filed. 

 

7.5 CAPALC – Chairman’s Annual report for 2010/2011 (information only) 

 

7.6 Taking Forward Localism at Cambridgeshire County Council (information only) 

 

7.7 NALC – Celebrations and similar events – legal topic note (information only) 
 
 

8.0 Village Events 

Jubilee Event – EBC will speak with Heather Robinson and ask if she, along with Mrs Byam-Cook 

would liaise with other village organisations with a view to organising a special event to mark the 

Diamond Jubilee.  
 
 

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.  The next full 

Parish Council Meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 18
th

 April 2012 at 7.30pm.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair) …………………………..(Date) 

 
 
 


