
127 

Madingley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting Held in The Village Hall 

On Thursday 12 May 2011 at 7.00pm 

1.0 Present: L Baffa Clerk 
Chair 

(LB) 
(EBC) 
(NH) 
(CN) 
(MR) 
(JSH) 

E Byam-Cook 
N Holdstock 
C Neville 

Councillor 
Vice-Chair 
Councillor 
Councillor M Robinson 

J Stevenson-Hinde 
Apologies: No apologies 

2.0 To Appoint the Chair and Vice-Chair to the Parish Council 
The Clerk asked for nominations and CN proposed that EBC be appointed as the new Chair and this was seconded 
by JSH. EBC agreed to accept with thanks. NH proposed then CN be appointed as Vice-Chair and this was 
seconded by MR. CN accepted with thanks. 
CN then wished it to be minuted that thanks go to all the outgoing Councillors, John Wiseman, Janet Dean, Frank 
Dann and Geoff Torrance. 

3.0 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 March 2011 
The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th March 2011 were read and approved as a true record. 
Proposed by CN and seconded by MR. All in favour. 

4.0 Matters for discussion carried forward from previous minutes 
4.1 Highways - EBC reported that this subject would be mentioned in detail in his annual report to be read out 

later in the meeting. 
4.2 Madingley Hill - EBC reported that so far there has been no response from Cambridgeshire County Council 

on the Madingley Hill issue. MR responded that he had spoken with Fiona and she informed him that this 
matter is still going ahead and there is nothing that should bring it to a halt. 

5.0 To consider any planning and tree work applications and associated planning and regulatory matters received 
since the last meeting 
5.1 Tree Works Application (C/ll/40/069) - EBC has been to site visit the area and after inspecting the plan 

and a brief debate it was agreed that the Parish Council would make no comment and let SCDC Tree Officer 
make the final decision. 

6.0 Finance and Procedural Matters 
6.1 To receive the financial report and payment of bills 

After a brief discussion about the invoice from LGS Services the financial report was received and 
considered and invoices and bank statements were checked and the payments as listed in the report were 
approved by CN and seconded by MR. All in favour. 
CN queried the salary invoice for the previous Clerk and asked for this to be clarified before the cheque 
for £144 is paid. 
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Elizabeth Ingham (newsletter £157.00 
Madingley Village Hall (grant) £750.00 
CPALC (affiliation fees) £63.92 
Mrs L Baffa (salary for April/May) £ 160.00 
Mrs L Baffa (purchase of printer/scanner) £23.09 
LGS Services (final accounts for 2011) 144.00 
The Year-end accounts for 2011 were distributed to Councillors before the meeting and these had been 
inspected. Mr Byam-Cook proposed that the accounts be approved for the year ending 31st March 2011 
and was seconded by Mr Neville by resolution of Madingley Parish Council and the statements in Section 
2 of the annual return were all answered "yes" apart from the Trust Funds which was not applicable. The 
Chairman signed sections 1 and 2 and the supporting accounts on the Parish Council's behalf. 

Minutes and accounts are available to view 
on the Madingley Parish Council website on www.madingleyparish.net 

6.2 Village Hall and the decision of forthcoming Parish Council Meetings 
The letting agreement has been received and approval was given for EBC to sign this on behalf of the 
Parish Council. Dates for meetings was discussed and the following dates were confirmed 
Wednesday 6th July 2011 
Wednesday 12th October 2011 
Thursday 26* January 2012 
Wednesday 18th April 2012 
Chris Baldwin of the Village Hall confirmed that these dates were fine and the cost would be £16 per 
evening. It was therefore agreed that payment of £64.00 would be made on receipt of his invoice. 

6.3 Madingley Playground Update 
EBC reported that having removed the rubbish the fencing is in need of repairs. The Horse Chestnut Tree 
has now been removed by Cambridge University. Heather Robinson has kindly agreed to inspect the 
play area with another resident every week. 
It was reported that at present only one gate is on use and because of possible bullying it was hoped that 
the second gate could be put to use. 
The netting for the goal is in need of replacement and NH felt this was a health & safety issue because the 
goal is not rooted into the ground. 
EBC stated that he was sure that volunteers would come forward to make improvements to the fencing 
but in the meantime the nets should be replaced. 

6.4 Maintenance of Street Lights 
EBC explained to the meeting that the County Council owns the lights in Madingley but they do not pay 
for the supply of electricity as this was handed over to SCDC, who in turn has now passed this 
responsibility on to Madingley Parish Council. There are 25 lights in the village and the Parish Council 
have to pay for the maintenance and electricity. Meters have been looked at but each light would need a 
separate meter and this would not be cost prohibitive. Also we have looked at turning off the lights at a 
fixed time but again a timer switch would have to be installed on each light pole at £50 each and this 
could take 10 years to make any saving.. 
The price is £543.25 for the year 2011/12 and £8 for a light saving switch for each column. Therefore 
EBC proposed that we commit to Balfour Beatty for the next 12 months and this was seconded by CN. 
All in favour. 
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7.0 To consider matters arising out of correspondence and communications received 
Madingley Parish Council website 
This was debated briefly and EBC confirmed that all minutes and agendas will be put on the Parish Council 
website as well as the Village Hall website. MR would like to see the Parish Council website linked to the History 
and Village Hall website, and it was confirmed that the link has already been done with the Church. 
EBC informed the meeting that the website was set up at no cost to the Parish Council but he would prefer to pay 
some cost towards this as he felt that it needs to be solely owned by the Parish Council. 

Village Newsletter 
It was agreed to pay Mrs Ingham £400 from 01.04.2011 for 3 issues of the newsletter for one year. 

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.05pm. The next full Parish 
Council Meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 6th July 2011 at 7.30pm. 

Signed (Chair) (Date) 
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NOTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
The American Cemetery - Report Given by Michael Green 
Mr Green addressed the meeting by informing them that from time to time he would be happy to put a short article in the 
Madingley newsletter and Lizzie Ingham agreed to liaise with him. 
An open invitation was given to all present to visit the celerity from time to time and take a personal or guided tour with a 
member of the staff. All staff is from the USA and they normally stay in the UK between 3-5 years. 
A standard tour will take up to 1 hour but can be less if required. The staff has developed a variety of stories about the 
soldiers and each member of staff will give a different story about a different soldier, so it is well worth another visit if you 
have been before. Schools from the area come to the Cemetery and many schools use us as a teaching tool 
The cemetery is the biggest historical site for the whole region and everything has to be approved by the USA and the UK. 
Also a very good ecology site and it is important to the staff to protect the trees as well as the wildlife including a bat 
population and they look after more than 4,000 sq feet with a Visitors Centre that honours the soldiers. 
They are at present undergoing major renovation work including new toilet facilities as well as a new entrance roadway. 
Please note that Memorial Day will take place on 30* May at 1 lam. 

Madingley History Group - report given by Sue Baldwin 
The group continues to meet every 2 - 3 months at the Village Hall with meetings attended by an average of 25 members 
and visitors. Lectures have been given by Adrian Barlow (Institute of Continuing Education), Mike Petty (local historian) 
and, most recently, by Alex Thornton who told us about his research work studying Madingley's Jackdaws. 
The Groups has also made a visit to the Cambridgeshire Archives at Shire Hall. Our next meeting is on Monday 6th June at 
7.30pm at the Village Hall. The Group is a very friendly and informal one where everyone is most welcome. 

Madingley Village Hall - report given by Chris Baldwin 
The Committee continues to make improvements to the Hall on a voluntary basis and the programme of maintenance and 
decoration of the building has continued. New floor coverings have been laid in the Toilets and the Committee is grateful 
for the Parish Council grant awarded recently to help pay for this improvement. The floor of the Main Hall will be 
refurbished during the next few weeks. 
After over 20 years of service to the Village Hall, Hilary West, retired as caretaker and Bookings Secretary. The village 
paid tribute to her hard work and loyalty during a presentation made to her during the Christmas Party. Louise Peters has 
succeeded Hilary as caretaker and I have responsibility for Bookings. 
Customers have used the Hall for a wide variety of hires over past months from pantomime to business and social meetings, 
from training sessions to children's parties and from filming to wedding receptions and keep fit classes. Customer feedback 
is good with our most recent hirer remarking "thank you for your help with the village hall for my daughter's party. It all 
went really well and the facilities were great." 
The Village Hall Committee has organised some community events over the past six months including a Games Evening, 
Quiz Night, Table Tennis evenings and the 2010 Christmas Party. 

Madingley Parochial Church Council - report given by Sue Baldwin 
Following the retirement of the Rev John Mullett at Easter 2010 the Parish was fortunate to secure the services of the Rev 
Dr. Anthony Moore, Chaplain of St Catherine's College Cambridge, to act as the Parish's Officiating Minister for two 
years. Unfortunately Rev Moore became unwell and resigned in October. 
The current situation is that the Parish is 'in interregnum' which means that we do not have the oversight of a clergyman to 
maintain services and provide ministerial care. It has been agreed with the Diocese that the future for the Parish now lies 
with some form of integration into deanery structures, via a formal link with another parish or group of parishes and 
discussions are currently taking place to find the most appropriate way forward. In the meantime, the Church Wardens have 
responsibility for maintaining Sunday worship and other services as required. 
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We have been supported by clergymen and women able to fit us into their busy schedules and have been able to provide a 
Service of Holy Communion every Sunday at 11.30am (occasionally changing to a Service of Morning Prayer, led by Susan 
Rawlings our Lay Reader in Training). 
The congregation has continued to care for the church: providing grass cutting, cleaning, small repairs, organists rota, 
secretarial work and flower arranging on a voluntary basis. A further phase of repairs has just been completed: the 
restoration of the North Porch together with other general repairs. On 26* June there will be a special service of 
thanksgiving for the restoration of the church over recent years and the dedication of the South Porch in memory of the 
Brown and Whitmore Families. 
Of course, repairs and restoration work has to continue on a rolling basis to preserve this historic building and the 
congregation have planned a series of fund raising activities for the Restoration Fund including providing teas at the 
National Gardens Scheme at Madingley Hall on 12th June and a Lecture on Stained Glass on 26* May preceded by a Supper 
in the Village Hall. It is hoped that many villagers will be able to support these events. 

Toad Project - report sent by William Seal 
For our wildlife, two significant events during the past six months have been the unusually cold spell during the winter and 
the lack of spring rainfall. Toads seem not to 'mind' cold winters, so numbers migrating to breed this year are similar to 
those that we have been finding over the past few years. The pattern of migration was though a little different, with 
movement having to take place on very dry evenings, which are not favoured by amphibians (but much appreciated by their 
human helpers!). Prolonged dry spells in late spring, immediately after the effort of the breeding migration, may be 
damaging to Toads. They stop feeding during the autumn of the previous year and don't start again until breeding activity 
finishes and they leave the water. If this coincides with a prolonged spell of particularly 'amphibian unfriendly' weather, 
they may face problems foraging and replenishing their depleted reserves. 
Tadpoles are not always easy to spot in the murky waters of the lake but I have had a report that considerable numbers have 
been seen, so the breeding activity has been productive. We found few Frogs this year, so the tadpoles are most likely to be 
those of Toads. Fish often thwarts the breeding efforts of amphibians, and the increasing numbers in the lake might quickly 
consume any tasty Frog tadpoles that they find. The distasteful Toad tadpoles tend to fare better but I don't know how 
many times a tadpole can be chewed and spat out by fish before it is likely to 'give up the ghost'. Alternatively, when more 
than a certain percentage of tadpole mouthfuls taste nasty, fish may learn to leave them well alone! 
The official Toad road sign that was stolen near the Dry Drayton Road junction has been replaced. 
Installation of the new field gate in the village poses a considerable challenge. As well as being on the lead up to the tunnel, 
it is at the spot where the highest numbers of incoming Toads are found, so leaving a six metre gap in the amphibian fence 
to allow vehicle access is not feasible. Various options are possible. They include a Toad 'stop-grid' (like the short one on 
the opposite side of the road), a flexible barrier that can withstand being driven over once in a while or a 'skirt' fitted to the 
bottom of the gate. None tends to work as well as a regular fence and costs vary substantially. Some designs are also more 
acceptable than others in this location, so we are currently considering our options. We will liaise with the Parish Council 
once we have clearer plans. 
We are regularly contacted about toad related issues beyond Madingley, the last being a request about how best to deal with 
a Toad trapped in a dry swimming pool in Cyprus! Over the last year, we have also been advising the County Council on 
design modifications to the Histon section of the Cambridge Guided Busway, to reduce the huge numbers of amphibians 
becoming trapped there. 
As well as amphibians, we enjoy seeing other wildlife while in Madingley. Buzzards have become a familiar sight but I was 
particularly pleased to watch two Red Kites circling over the lake a few weeks ago. As always, thank you to everyone in 
the village who supports our efforts. 

Cambridgeshire County Council - report sent by Fiona Whelan 
The year has seen a mixture of plus and minus points for our local villages. The County Council's budget has proved to be 
difficult as we imagined it would be and many of the cuts are just starting to bite. Please let me know of anyone you know 
who is in difficulties with the reduced services being provided and I will do my best to intervene. 
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The next 12 months are going to be very testing because so many of the cuts are front loaded, but the glimmer of hope is 
that rules are being relaxed and Villages will be able to make more decision on the things that are important to them -
although anything other than self-funding of things will continue to be an issue. 
County's Budget 
Council remained at the same level this year because of a central Government pledge to provide extra funding for the next 
4 years (equivalent to an increase of 2.5%) for those Councils that introduced a freeze. There is no guarantee that there will 
be such a freeze in future years. 
The County are looking to make cuts of £161 million over the next 5 years and consequently there is almost no service that 
will be untouched by these cuts. Youth Services have been almost entirely cut; services to the elderly and vulnerable have 
also seen a 25% reduction in the amount of care provided in packages since October 1st. The Highways budget has been 
cut again and road repairs and gritting routes continue to be a concern. As the year pans out we will have a better idea of 
how the cuts will affect everyone locally. 
Pavements and Highways. 
Despite an assurance that pavements would be resurfaced, budget cuts at the County have meant that the work has been 
delayed yet again. It's sad to note that many of the potholes we had fixed last year have failed again so quickly and I am 
urging the County to repair these as quickly as they can. The County has introduced a new reporting site: 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/reportingafault.htm 
Please continue to report faults to me if unable to access this site, but by using the online facility it starts a clock and we can 
track how long the fault takes to fix. It will also show up in the County's monthly monitoring statistics and will show how 
fast / slowly the County are responding to requests from local villages. 
Madingley Rise 
Thank you to everyone in Coton and Madingley for their co-operation on this and, in particular, to Mark Robinson for 
getting together and chairing the public meeting. I'm expecting confirmation any day now as to the final layout and the date 
for work to commence. I hope to be able to report back to the next Parish Council meeting. 
Addenbrooke's Access Road 
Thankfully this is now open at long last and is proving to significantly reduce congestion on certain routes. 
Cambridge Guided Bus 
What a difference a week makes! The County Council started the clock on the official handover on Thursday 21st April. 
For the next 28 days the County can officially notify Bamn Nuttall of all outstanding defects, and Bamn Nuttall have the 
opportunity to rectify them. If this does not happen, The County Council has contractors waiting to do the rectification 
work but nothing can be done until 28 days have elapsed from this official handover i.e. 19th May. No new provisional 
opening dates are being mooted at the moment. 
The County have a penalty clause charging the contractors £14,000 for each day that the Busway remains unopened. After 
2 years there is now over £50 million at stake. However £1 million has been removed from the Highways budget again this 
year to set against potential legal fees when the case almost certainly ends up going to litigation. 
Speed Limits 
At the most recent Cabinet meeting a new speed limit policy was agreed. Whilst the County will stick to its current rules on 
Speed limits and accident reduction signage in places where there are known accidents and injuries, it will now be easier 
for Villages to modify their speed limits if they are prepared to pay for the costs involved. Please let me know if there are 
any areas where you would like to see a reduction. 
Local School Issues 
Comberton Village College - We have been monitoring traffic at recent parents' evenings and continue to work with the 
school and local residents about traffic concerns. Please let me know if anything problematic is happening - the quicker we 
can respond the more effective we can be. 

May 2011 Page 6 of 8 Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk 



133 

Although the County's Cabinet confirmed the construction of a Secondary School in Cambourne at it's meeting in January, 
there is still no designated funding available for this. There is no start or completion date for the school and I continue to be 
concerned about the number of school places available. The school will officially be full from 2013 onwards. Whilst places 
are available for children moving from Primary School into Year 7 at CVC, other classes are full and spaces are not always 
available for children whose families move into the village mid way through the academic year. Several appeals have had 
to be held in the last academic school year because of this. 
Library Meeting - Because the Library at CVC has less "footfall" than other Libraries throughout the County, it is 
currently on the "at risk" list. The County are not currently closing libraries but new ways of running them need to be found 
because funding is limited as a result of this year's budget. A public meeting has been organised in the Village Hall for May 
25th at 7pm and I would urge as many people as possible to attend. I am also urging other local villages, which may be 
affected, to attend. 
I have very much enjoyed working with the Parish Council and Francis Burkitt over the last 12 months, and look forward to 
the year ahead. Please don't hesitate to contact me if you are concerned about any issues that I can help with. 

Madingley Parish Council - report given by E Byam-Cook 
Finance - The annual precept of £7450 has been the same rate for two years now. In fiance year 2010 / 2011 this has been 
marginally under spent. The Council expects to under spend in the current year and hopes to lower the precept for 2012 / 
2013. At year end (31 march 2011) PC funds stand at £8298. 
Village Playground - This continues to be well used by young families and has been judged to be a success. The Council 
will continue to top up the wood bark, have a ROSPA report done each year, and carry out regular safety inspections. The 
15-year lease ends in November 2021 and there is no statutory right to renew this lease. During the year a very large horse 
chestnut tree was felled and removed by the Landlords, Cambridge University. The damaged grass is now re growing. Now 
the ivy has been cut back from part of the roadside fence the rotten slats, which have been revealed, will be replaced. 
Street lighting - These are owned by the County Council, The electricity used to be paid for by South Cambridgeshire 
District Council. All costs are now recovered from the Parish and a new and more favourable contract for the streetlights is 
about to be signed. 
Highways - A public meeting was held with Cambridgeshire County Council Highways department to discuss the tragic 
deaths on Madingley Hill - A1303. MPC wait to hear what will be done to improve matters, which is largely dependant on 
County Council funding. A number of other issues were raised at a lower level, and the response from Cambs CC has been 
very encouraging. There is still more to do, including improving on traffic calming and lowering of vehicle speeds in the 
village. 
Planning Applications - No contentious applications were received and most have now been approved. 
Trees Felling - No contentious applications were received and most have now been approved. 
Rubbish Bins, Signs, Seats - All continue to be maintained. 
Madingley Village Hall - The last Council voted to help with the floor and toilet works to the tune of £750, but the 
Council is severely restrained on how much it can spend on any project in any year by spending rules. 
Grass Cutting - The parish is in year two of a three-year contract for cutting the playground and the village hall. The latter 
is being done as a donation by the Parish Council. 
NW Cambridge Project - Roger Taylor from the University of Cambridge kindly came to the village hall to explain in 
detail about this large project. It is expected that an outline planning application will be submitted in 2011. Currently none 
of the application falls in Madingley Parish. 
Boundary Changes - An approach was made to Girton Parish to transfer the land on Madingley's side of the A14 to 
Madingley, an area of about 50 acres. This Girton declined to do at that time although this land is largely in accessible from 
Girton village. The subject is still open for discussion. 
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Footpaths and Cycle Paths - Madingley Parish formed a steering group with Dry Drayton, Bar Hill, and Coton. A number 
of meetings have been held, which are slowly leading to a positive conclusion. It is Madingley's intention to hold a public 
meeting to discuss the proposals once a measure of agreement has been reached from landowners and occupiers. The 
village footpaths continue to be safely passable, apart form from one uncovered drain under the M i l , near Huntingdon 
Road. This information has been passed to the landowner. 
The Council is pleased to report that the recent uncontested election saved the parish £750 in election costs. 
Questions were then asked about the parish precept and how the budget was set each year and this was debated at length. 
The cycle path was brought up and a discussion then took place on this subject. EBC stated that at present there is no 
formal agreement but is a long-term aspiration of the Parish Council to have the four villages of Coton, Bar Hill, Dry 
Drayton and Madingley directly linked to Cambridge. CN then suggested that the cycle path be put on the main agenda for 
the next Parish Council Meeting as some Councillors are new and they would like to have further information. 
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