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Madingley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall 

 on Monday 10 September 2007 at 7.30pm 
 
Present: Mr E Byam-Cook, Mr F Dann, Mrs J Dean, Mr J Torrance and Mr J Wiseman 

(Chairman). 
In attendance: Mrs L Hazel (LGS Services), Mrs Robinson (for part of the meeting) and Cllr 

Burkitt (for part of the meeting) 
 
Comments and observations from members of the public 
It was highlighted that the Police no longer attend meetings and it was unclear who the officer 
responsible for Madingley is.  It was agreed that the Police should be invited to attend the next 
meeting. 
 
1 Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 
1.0.1 None as all members were present. 

1.0.2 The following declarations of interest were received: 
• Mr Byam-Cook declared an interest in any items relating to the Village Hall. 
• Mrs Dean declared an interest in item 4.1. 
• Mr Wiseman declared an interest in item 4.1. 

2. To approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 6 August 2007  
On a proposition by Mr Byam-Cook, seconded by Mr Dann the minutes of the previous 
meeting on 6 August 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

3. Matters arising from the meeting or carried forward for action 
3.1 (3.1) Play area improvements – presentation from the steering group 
` It was noted that nobody from the steering group was present at this point of the 

meeting therefore it was agreed to carry this item forward to a latter meeting.  It was 
agreed that Mr Byam-Cook would be the Parish Council’s liaison for this item.  

3.2 (4.3) NW Cambridge fringe development 
Emails from Caroline Hunt, SCDC & Cllr Burkitt were considered. 
Councillor Burkitt arrived and was gave short presentation/provide an update on the 
current situation.  The following points were noted: 

• The University needs to expand to provide a world leading University for the 
21st century and currently do not have enough land to do so. 

• Where to expand – It was felt/agreed that it is best to expand where they already 
own land. 

• What do the University want/require – the proposals are for housing, 
accommodation, research laboratories etc.  It was highlighted that no specific 
details have been agreed at this stage but that all proposals are just outlines. 

• The University, Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District 
Councils are all involved in discussion/consultation.   

• The District Council had approved option: E. this was not the University’s first 
choice however they were prepared to accept the decision.  CCC also approved 
option: E to get the ‘ball rolling’ on the planning process.  The University have 
the right to appeal against this decision and it was agreed/there is an 
understanding that the University are to appeal/challenge this decision.  

• It was noted that there will be some shielding/disguising of the development but 
that there is no suggestion that it will not be hidden away and will be seen. 

• Parts of the development will be up to four storeys high. 
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• It was highlighted that a new proper road is to be built somewhere between 
Madingley Road and Huntingdon Road. 

The following questions were raised: 
Q When will the decision be made? 
A  Within 1 year it will be decided what land will be released from green belt, 

however at present the university do not have enough funds for the proposed 
plans and it is foreseen that this will be a long term project.   

 Q This proposed site is to be built on land to the East of the development? 
 A Yes 

Q With the proposed development of accommodation places this could potentially 
result in an extra 10,000 plus vehicles using local roads.  What will happen with 
all the traffic? 

A It is felt by the authorities that this will be manageable and that a majority of 
new residents will use public transport and will not all have their own vehicles. 

Q It looks like that all the University want to do is make themselves bigger than 
they are at present. 

Q Will the planning application be approved within 1 year? 
A It is anticipated that the full/final planning application will not be approved until 

at least 3- 4 years taking into account appeals etc.   Once land has been 
approved for release from the green belt the planning application can be applied 
for and the land can be developed on.   

Q The noise from the M11 is this conducive to the study? 
A It is anticipated that the buildings nearest to the M11 will be offices which will 

be double glazed etc which will block out the noise and these will in turn block 
out the majority of noise to the buildings behind them.  

Cllr Burkitt confirmed that details of the NW Cambridge fringe development is being 
sent to local parishes and that details of this are due to be published in the Newsletter 
shortly.  He was thanked for attending tonight’s meeting and invited to stay for the 
remainder of the meeting if he so wishes to do so. 

It was agreed that as Mrs Robison has arrived to give a presentation on the play area 
improvements that item: 3.1 would be taken at this point in the meeting. 

3.1 (3.1) Play area improvements – presentation from the steering group 
Mrs Robison was invited to give her presentation to the Parish Council.  The following 
was noted. 

• The steering group have surveyed the School to find out what pupils would like 
to see in the playground and it was noted that 30 responses have been received 
which were made available to the Parish Council for their information.  

• The Steering Group are in the process of obtaining quotes and are moving 
forward with the project. 

• They are now in receipt of the RoSPA report and will take into account the 
comments when making a final decision. 

• The ground in the play area is considered uneven and not all equipment is 
suitable. 

Mrs Robinson passed around possible ideas/plans of equipment for the play area.  The 
following question was raised: 
Q Does the steering group have a feel out of the 11 items shown as possible pieces 

of equipment what the children would prefer? 
Cllr Burkitt informed Mrs Robinson that she may be able to get a grant from SCDC and 
offered his help and support in doing this. 
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The Parish Council agreed in principle to support the steering group’s proposals as 
outlined and offer financial assistance once final costs are known.  Mrs Robinson was 
asked to bring along detailed prices to the next meeting for further consideration 
discussion.  She was thanked for attending the meeting and for all her hard work and 
effort to date and she left the meeting. 

3.3 (3.2) Highways Division – children’s playground – erection of barrier 
A reply is still awaited from the Highways Division. Carried forward to the next 
meeting. 

3.4 (5.2) Traffic calming review – update 
Mr Dann and Mr Torrance provided the Parish Council with an update on the current 
position.  Mr Torrance highlighted that he has done research on speed limit reductions 
made in surrounding villages and given his findings does not believe that the Parish 
Council are asking too much.   
The e-mail from Mike Hall at the Highway Agency dated 10 September 2007 with 
outlining the A14 proposals was considered.  Mr Torrance kindly offered to provide 
each member with a larger scale plan. 

3.5 (5.4) Village Hall – update 
Mr Byam-Cook provided an update on the current position.  The following points were 
noted: 

• The east part of the roof needs re-thatching by 2008-2009. 
• Grants are being applied for. 
• The relevant permission will be applied for if appropriate and the relevant 

people will be notified of the re-placement of part of the roof. 
• The Village Hall now has a website which has helped increase bookings. 

The following question was raised: 
Q How much is the hire of the hall? 
A There are different rates for residents of the village and people from outside the 
village who hire the hall. 

3.6 (5.7&5.8) Fundraising village events 
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council has the power to organise village events 
and help other groups & organisations organise events if it so chooses. A summary of 
the Parish Councils powers were handed to each member for their information.  It was 
noted that the following events have been organised in the village hall: 

• Quiz Night 
• Harvest Supper – to include Morris Men dancing. 

It was noted that the annual pensioners lunch in the village is again taking place this 
year but that the criteria has now changed and not everybody is eligible.   It was felt by 
the Parish Council that all pensioners in the village should benefit and that as they are 
making improvements to improve the play area that it would be nice for the other end 
of the spectrum (older people) to benefit in some way as well.  It was agreed to find out 
how many pensioners there are in the village and that this should be discussed in further 
detail when the next budget is set. 

4. To consider any planning & tree works applications and associated planning 
matters received since the last meeting including: 

4.1 Tree works – University of Cambs, The View, Cambridge Road adj to Madingley 
School 
Mr Wiseman and Mrs Dean both declared an interest in this item.  The Parish Council’s 
decision to ‘approve’ this application was noted. 
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S/1672/07/LB + S/0902/07/LB – Alterations Madingley Hall 
On a proposition by Mr Byam-Cook, seconded by Mr Dann it was unanimously agreed 
to recommended ‘approval’ for both applications. 

4.2 SCDC notifications 
4.2.1 S/1133/07/F 22 Church Lane - approved 
 Noted. 

5. Members items 
Mr Byam-Cook reported that he has now got a license to measure and check the ditches 
which he will undertake to do with Mr Torrance and report back to the next meeting. 

6. Finance 
6.1  To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills 

The financial report was received and considered and invoices and bank statements 
were checked. On a proposition by Mrs Dean, seconded by Mr Byam-Cook the 
payments as listed in the report were approved for payment:   
Madingley Village Hall (room rent) £12.00
Moore Stephens (audit) £141.00
LG Stoehr (salary) £23.86
LGS Services (admin support) £190.97

New Code of Conduct advertising - Further to the last meeting it was agreed that the 
Clerk would now undertake the necessary adverting in partnership with her other 
Councils and that this would be invoice for at cost by LGS Services. 

6.2 Special projects – bench repair, play area fence 
Quotations received earlier in the year for the special project work were considered. It 
was noted that the fence in the play area is broken/fallen down which posses a hazard 
and that the bench is also in need of repair/refurbishment as the wooden slats have/are 
rotting away.  It was agreed that the repair of the fence was the most important and is in 
need of urgent repair-replacement. It was agreed to check if the quotes received still 
stands and then consider this further at the next meeting. Members are to undertake a 
site meeting to assess the damage for themselves as soon as possible.  This item is to be 
carried forward to the next meeting for further discussion consideration. 

6.3 (3.2) Quotation from Peter Oakes for tree works at play area 
 It was agreed to carry this item forward to the next meeting. 

7. To consider matters arising out of correspondence & communications received 
7.0.1 The reply from Cambridge University dated 7 September 2007 regarding the Cricket 

Pavilion was noted The University is to be thanked for their reply and ask that they 
keep the Parish Council updated and inform them of any decisions/outcome.  

7.0.2 The reply from The Three Horseshoes dated 7 September 2007 regarding letting of 
fireworks was noted and considered.  It was agreed that Mrs Dean was to speak to the 
concerned resident who raised this issue and inform them of the outcome. 

7.0.3 The e-mail from SCDC dated 4 September 2007 re: Homelessness/rough sleeper review 
was noted.  It was agreed to respond that as far as the Parish Council are aware 
Madingley does not have any rough sleepers in its village. 

7.1 Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Mental Health Trust consultation 
In response it was agreed to issue an invitation for them to attend the next meeting and 
to give a short presentation but that they should be given a small time slot at the 
beginning of 15 – 30 minutes maximum. 
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7.2 Draft Licensing Policy Consultation 
 Noted. 

8. Closure of meeting 
The next meeting is to be held on the 19th November at 7.30pm. It was formally agreed 
that the number of meetings should be increased to 6 per year and that they should be 
held every other month on the third Monday from November.    It was noted that at 
present the Parish Council have only contracted LGS Services for 4 meetings a year 
and that any increase in meeting would result in an increase in cost.  The Parish Council 
noted this and was happy to except any price increase as it was felt it would be for the 
benefit of the village. 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
  Signed   …………………………………….Chairman    ……………………date 
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