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Madingley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall 

 on Monday 6 August 2007 at 7.30pm 
 
Present: Mr E Byam-Cook, Mr F Dann, Mrs J Dean, Mr J Torrance and Mr J Wiseman 

(Chairman). 
In attendance: Mrs L Hazel (LGS Services) and one member of the public (NHW Co-

ordinator). 
 
Comments and observations from members of the public 
It was reported that recently there has been three break-ins that all took place in one night and 
that all residents should remain vigilant. It was confirmed that the Police provide the NHW 
with regular updates.  Any residents who have any concerns should report them to the NHW.    

1 Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 
1.0.1 None as all members were present. 

1.0.2 The following declarations of interest were received: 
• Mr Byam-Cook declared an interest in any items relating to the Village Hall. 
• Mrs Dean declared an interest in item: 4.2. 
• Mr Wiseman declared an interest in items: 4.2 & 4.3. 

2. To approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 14 May 2007  
On a proposition by Mrs Dean, seconded by Mr Dann the minutes of the previous 
meeting on 14 May 2007 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

3. Matters arising from the meeting or carried forward for action 
3.1 (4.1) Play area improvements – presentation from the steering group – Mrs Robinson 

It was unanimously agreed that given the Mrs Robinson’s personal circumstances this 
item will be carried forward to the next meeting. 

3.2 (7.3.1) RoSPA report  
It was confirmed that new bark is required and that there are brambles in the play area 
that need cutting back.  In light of the proposed play area improvements some of the 
recommendations made by RoSPA will no longer be applicable.  It was agreed that Mrs 
Dean and Mr Torrance are to look at the brambles that need cutting and take 
appropriate action.  It was also agreed that a copy of the RoSPA report should be sent 
to Mrs Robinson for their information and that that this item should be carried forward 
to the next meeting to await the presentation form the steering group before taking any 
action. 

Concern was expressed that when children exit the playground they exit straight 
onto/near a road which is considered very dangerous.  It was agreed to write a letter to 
the Highways Division highlighting the above and requesting if a barrier and/or signs 
could be erected warning motorists of the danger.  Clarification is to be obtained from 
Mr Oakes as to whether he has carried out the requested works to the trees. 

3.3 (8.0) Speed limits Dry Drayton Road – reply from David Lines CCC 
The reply from Graham Lowe CCC was considered.  In the reply he said that the 
County Council is about to adopt a new speed limit policy.  It was felt by the Parish 
Council that this would be a useful document to have therefore it was agreed to reply 
requesting a copy if available or details of where the document can be viewed i.e. on 
the web.   It was that a site meeting to discuss the issues relating to Dry Drayton Road 
would be beneficial. Dry Drayton Parish Council is to be asked for their support. 
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3.4 (2.1) Code of Conduct adoption advertisement 
It was noted that as the Parish Council have adopted a new Code of Conduct it needs to 
be advertised.   The quote for advertisement for this from CALC and LGS Services 
were noted however it was felt by the Parish Council that costs could be saved if they 
undertook the advertising themselves.  Mr Torrance or Mr Byam-Cook have agreed to 
be the contact for this. 

4. To consider any planning & tree works applications and associated planning 
matters received since the last meeting including: 

4.1 S/1133/07/F 22 Church Street – extensions – to note the Parish Council’s approval 
Mr Dann declared an interest in this item.  The Parish Council’s decision to ‘approve’ 
this application was noted. 

4.2 S/1373/07/LB Madingley Hall – alterations 
Mr Wiseman and Mrs Dean both having declared an interest in this item refrained from 
taking part in the discussion.  On a proposition by Mr Torrance, seconded by Mr Byam-
Cook it was unanimously agreed to recommended ‘approval’. 

4.3 NW Cambridge fringe development 
It was noted that due to other commitments Mr Wiseman was unable to attend this 
meeting.  Information from the meeting is to be obtained and along with any general 
information on the NW Cambridge fringe development.    It was felt by the Parish 
Council that it would be beneficial to get the District Council’s opinion on this matter.  
A14 proposals – clarification is to be brought to the next meeting as to how this will 
affect Madingley directly or indirectly. 
Cllr Burkitt is to be invited to attend the next meeting to specifically discuss the NW 
Cambridge fringe development and also the A14. 

4.4 SCDC notifications 
 7 Granary Court – approved by SCDC. 

5. Members items 
5.0 Village Hall Notice Board – It was noted that this has now been repaired by Westside 

Joinery as per the contract but that some members had also tried to repair it a few days 
earlier.  At the last meeting the Parish Council formally accepted a quote from Westside 
Joinery to undertake the repair therefore members should not have tried to repair it 
themselves. All members contact the Clerk if they are offering to undertake any 
work/repairs in the village in future to avoid any confusion. 

5.1 Village drainage  
The issues of blocked ditches and drains were discussed.  It was highlighted that the 
ditches in question are the responsibility of the University as they are on their land. It 
was felt that it would be beneficial for the Parish Council to meet a representative from 
the University to discuss the issues of blocked ditches and ditches in general in light of 
the recent heavy rain and flooding.  It was agreed that this matter is to be delegated to 
Mr Torrance who is to report to a future meeting.  The Parish Council also offered its 
support to the University and would try and assist where appropriate. 

5.2 Traffic calming review  
Mr Dann stated that he felt that the chicane outside his house by the bend by the Church 
was installed in the wrong place and highlighted that it is very dangerous in the position 
where it is as visibility is very poor and the road drops down on the other side of the 
road.  It was noted that there has been 2 accidents in 6 weeks near this spot.  Mr Dann 
suggested that it should be moved or perhaps replaced with a different traffic calming 
methods i.e. hump.   
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It was agreed that the Parish Council should write further to their previous letter to Mr 
D Lines, Highway Agency about all aspects of roads within the village.  Mr Torrance 
agreed to draft a letter for the Clerk to send on the Council’s behalf. 

5.3 Play Area 
 This item was discussed earlier under item: 3.1 & 3.2. 

5.4 Village Hall 
Mr Byam-Cook reported that the Village Hall made an application to WREN for a 
Grant/funding which was refused but that the Village Hall Committee will be re-
submitting an application shortly but that there will still be a short fall in funding and 
asked if the Parish Council would be willing to support the VH financially. It was 
reported that the village does not use the hall at present due to poor order and that 
money is required to bring it up to standard so that more people will use it. 
In response to the verbal request for the Parish Council to sponsor an event or pay for a 
small fence to be erected outside to create a garden area Mr Byam Cook was asked to 
put any request for funding in a formal letter which the Parish Council would consider 
at its next meeting. 

5.5 Grass cutting 
Monitoring of the grass cutting is presently only on receipt of invoice.  

5.6 Fireworks 
Fireworks set off by the Three Horseshoe recently were extremely loud.   Concern was 
expressed that any sudden loud noise could cause alarm or distress to animals and 
humans.  It was agreed to write a letter to the Three Horseshoe asking that out of 
curtsey when they have any special events apart from bonfire night that they inform 
people/farmers that there will be fireworks or put up notices to this effect so people are 
aware and can take appropriate action. 

 It was agreed to take the next two items together. 

5.7 Village fete 
5.8 Bonfire party 

Mr. Byam-Cook suggested a village fete or bonfire party. Options for the Parish 
Council’s involvement were briefly discussed. This is to be carried forward tot eh next 
meeting when the Clerk will report on the Council’s powers  Mr. Byam-Cook was 
asked to bring more specific details to the next Parish Council meeting where the 
matter would be discussed further.   

5.9 Sports hall 
It was highlighted that the Sports Hall Committee has stated that they do not want to 
leave their current home.  My Byam-Cook asked what should be done with the old 
cricket pavilion? It was noted that this is on private land and not the responsibility of 
the Parish Council.  It was agreed to write to the University asking what their 
plans/proposals are for this. 

5.10 Break-ins and security in the village 
 It was noted that this was discussed at the beginning of the meeting. 

5.11 Possible or preferred new development in the village 
 Mr. Byam-Cook asked if any members had any thoughts on this. 

5.12 Village Hall Notice board 
 It was noted that this has now been dealt with and that no further action is required. 
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5.13 Circulation of papers 
It was highlighted that papers are not being circulated very quick.  All members were 
asked to read the papers and pass them on as soon as possible. The circulation is to start 
with Mrs Dean. 

5.14  Flooding 
 Recent flooding in the village was noted. 

6. Finance 
6.1  To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills 

The financial report was received and considered and invoices and bank statements 
were checked. On a proposition by Mrs Dean, seconded by Mr Byam-Cook the 
payments as listed in the report were approved for payment:  
Caxton Consulting Ltd (internal audit) £40.00  
Westside Joinery (notice board repair) £226.78  
Herald Contract Services (grass cutting) £94.00  
SCDC (election fee) £53.80  
LG Stoehr (salary) £23.86  
LGS Services (admin support) £187.51  
Peter Oakes £293.75  
Herald Contract Services (grass cutting) £152.75  
LGS Services (admin support) £173.28  
Herald Contract Services (grass cutting) £152.75  
LGS Services (admin support) £149.27  
On a proposition by the Chairman it was agreed that all members should become 
signatories and would therefore be able to sign cheques at meetings. The mandate is to 
be updated. 

6.2 Audit conclusion 
Moore Stephens has now concluded the audit and found everything to be in order. 

7. To consider matters arising out of correspondence & communications received 
7.1 CCC – Parking Policy review 

This was circulated at the meeting.  Members are to contact the Clerk with any 
comments. 

7.2 CCC - Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Waste Mineral Plan Preparation timetable 
 Noted. 

7.3 CCC - Design Guide 
 To be circulated. Members are to contact the Clerk with any comments. 

7.4 Police Neighbourhood Panel meeting - 22nd August 2007, 7.30pm Comberton 

7.5 CPALC District Association Meeting – 23 August 7.30pm SCDC Cambourne 
It was agreed that details of item: 7.4 & 7.5 should be sent to all members and the 
NHW representative and any member that attends should provide a report for the next 
meeting. 

8. Closure of meeting 
The next meeting is to be held on the 10th September at 7.30pm. There being no further 
business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 

 
 
 
Signed   …………………………………….Chairman    ……………………date 
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